
Gathering Hymn:  
“O Lord, Hear My Prayer,”                                                                            ELW Hymn #751 
  
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: when I call, answer me.  
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: come and listen to me.  
  
Please prepare your heart and mind for this time of prayer and join me in singing.  
  
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: when I call, answer me.  
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: come and listen to me.   
 
Greeting:  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.   
 
Dialogue:  
Show us your mercy, O God,   
and grant us your salvation.   
Give us the joy of your saving help again,   
and sustain us with your bountiful Spirit.   
Give peace in all the world;   
for only in you can we live in safety.   
Keep the nations under your care,   
and guide us in the way of justice and truth.   
Let your way be known upon earth;   
your saving health among all nations.   
Let not the needy be forgotten,   
nor the hope of the poor be taken away.   
Create in me a clean heart, O God,   
and sustain me with your Holy Spirit.   
Lord, hear my prayer,   
and let my cry come before you.  
 

Opening Prayer:  
God of all creation, we pray to you in this time of war in Ukraine and disruption  
around the world. You are our refuge and our strength, a very present help in time  
of trouble. Comfort the people of Ukraine with your presence, and enfold them in  
your grace and mercy; for the sake of your son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Song:  
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: when I call, answer me.  
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: come and listen to me.  

Reading:  
A reading of Psalm 121.  
1I lift up my eyes to the hills —  
 from where will my help come?  
 2My help comes from the LORD,  
 who made heaven and earth.  
 3He will not let your foot be moved;  
 he who keeps you will not slumber.  
 4He who keeps Israel  
 will neither slumber nor sleep.  
 5The LORD is your keeper;  
 the LORD is your shade at your right hand.  
 6The sun shall not strike you by day,  
 nor the moon by night.  
 7The LORD will keep you from all evil;  
 he will keep your life.  
 8The LORD will keep  
 your going out and your coming in  
 from this time on and forevermore.  
 
Song:  
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: when I call, answer me.  
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: come and listen to me.  
 

Reading:  
A reading from Romans. (8:31-35, 37-39)  
31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He 
who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also 
give us everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who 
justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is 
at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the 
love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or sword? 37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 
loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.  
 

Song:  
I lift my eyes to the hills, from where will my help come? 
I lift my eyes to the hills, from where will my help come? 
My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.  
Lord, hear my prayer. Lord, hear my prayer. 

A Service of Prayer for the War in Ukraine 



Meditation:  
“A Blessing for Hope” from The Cure for Sorrow by Jan Richardson  
 

So may we know  
the hope  
that is not just  
for someday  
but for this day—  
here, now,  
in this moment  
that opens to us:  
  
hope not made  
of wishes  
but of substance,  
  
hope made of sinew  
and muscle  
and bone,  
  
hope that has breath  
and a beating heart,  
 
hope that will not  
keep quiet  
and be polite,  
 
Song:  
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: when I call, answer me.  
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: come and listen to me.  
 

Prayers of Intercession:  
United by the Holy Spirit, let us pray.  
  
Merciful God, we pray for peace as war rages in Ukraine. Shelter all living in fear;  
protect those seeking refuge in neighboring countries; sustain families separated  
by the horrors of war; tend to those who are injured; comfort all who mourn their 
dead. Direct your people into the way of peace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 

Compassionate God, as Russia wages war in Ukraine, we pray:  
For all in hiding, searching for safety…  
For those forced to take up arms…  
For all journeying to new lands, leaving behind homes and loved ones…  
For children surrounded by confusion and chaos…  
For those in Russia who bravely advocate for peace…  
For journalists risking safety to report on daily events…  

For the difficult work of diplomats, world leaders, and international organizations …  
For all providing welcome, protection, and sustenance to those who have fled…  
For medical workers as they attend to the injured…  
For all grieving those who have died…  
For any other petitions… 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
   

Mighty God, your strength comes not by grasping power and might but is poured out in lov-
ing service. Support us with such strength to work for peace, to love our enemies, and to 
trust in your resurrection life even in the midst of pain and death. Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 

Song:  
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: when I call, answer me.  
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: come and listen to me.  
(Sung 2x) 
 
Verse 2 
The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise; all my hope comes from God. 
The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise; God, the wellspring of life.  
  
Blessing:  

Almighty God bless us, defend us from all evil, and + bring us to everlasting life. Amen.  
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hope that knows  
how to holler  
when it is called for,  
  
hope that knows  
how to sing  
when there seems  
little cause,  
  
hope that raises us  
from the dead—  
  
not someday  
but this day,  
every day,  
again and  
again and  
again.  


