
Fellowship: How to Connect 
Meaningfully with Your 
Congregation



What does “fellowship” mean to you?

food, together, community, opportunity, connection to 
others, coming closer to God, food, together, gather, 

meal, giving, love, community, relationship, conversation, 
sharing, friendly, comfortable, sharing, caring, church, 

family, food, fun, food, fun, community, and connection.

Food=5 Connection=12



Biblical Roots of Fellowship

§ What is fellowship?
§ Κοινωνία means partnership, being in communion with, 

and spiritual fellowship
§ Acts 2:42: 42They devoted themselves to the apostles' 

teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 
the prayers.

§ What biblical stories of fellowship come to mind for you?



Purpose and Form

§ What is the purpose of any given gathering (fellowship 
event)?

§ Once you know the purpose, you can let the form of the 
gathering take shape. 

§ For many people, it is very easy and tempting to plan in 
“auto-pilot” mode and remain attached to previous 
forms.

§ Consider the example of baby showers… 



Purpose and Form

When you can answer the question, “what is the purpose of 
this gathering?” with as much detail as possible, then you 
can tend to the form by answering who, what, when, 
where, and how. 



Purpose and Form

Take stock of what you have, both material and human assets: a 
grassy space under some trees? A patio? Some folding chairs? A 
paid Zoom account? A tech-savvy person? A good 
conversationalist? 
Next level: does your gathering have legs? Meaning, can 
people leave the gathering and take something with them? Do 
they leave changed somehow? Are they asked to do something 
once they leave? Do they have any homework or follow-up? 
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Resources and Suggestions

§ Dwelling in the Word
§ Bible roulette (flip through the Bible, put 

your finger on a random passage and 
talk about it or try to “stump” your 
pastor)

§ Home kits of anointing oil, especially 
for Maundy Thursday

§ Bible trivia (deck of cards or Kahoot; 
on Kahoot, you can create an 
account and then find a pre-made 
Bible trivia quiz, as the moderator you 
can look through it ahead of time to 
make sure it fits your context)

§ Coffee and Conversation
§ Submit videos for worship

§ Happy Hour (BYOD=bring your own 
drink)

§ Collect stories using VidHug.com
§ Jackbox Games (check for maturity 

content)
§ Cross Trails picnic (click, then scroll 

down)
§ Recognize birthdays, births, and 

anniversaries in worship
§ Create a “Good News” board, 

newsletter page, or thread on social 
media, maybe use #GoodNews

§ Faith5 (not just for families at home)
§ Prayer groups

https://www.elca.org/Future-Directions/The-Process/Dwelling
https://www.amazon.com/Bible-Challenge-Pocket-Trivia-Questions/dp/9834501803
http://kahoot.com/
https://www.vidhug.com/
https://www.jackboxgames.com/
https://crosstrails.org/retreats/programmed-retreats
https://faithink.com/about-faith5


Resources and Suggestions: Your Ideas

§ Maundy Thursday: instead of hand or foot washing, anointing hands for service; 
Ash Wednesday adaption: applying ashes with q-tips as people left

§ Movie night: drive-in in the parking lot, connecting with the neighborhood 

§ Trivia night, Pictionary on Zoom



Resources and Suggestions

§ Article on Hospitality: https://www.faithward.org/biblical-
hospitality-outsiders-family/

§ Be sensitive to varying degrees of access to technology 
and comfort levels using technology; Zoom webinars are 
available on a variety of topics. 

§ Priya Parker’s podcast; if you only listen to one, listen to 
the first episode!

https://www.faithward.org/biblical-hospitality-outsiders-family/
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/206618765-Zoom-Video-Tutorials
https://www.priyaparker.com/podcast


Final Thought from Pastor Lisa 

§ Remember: our group placed the emphasis of fellowship 
on things like relationships, connection, and community. 
Those things don’t require a ton of fancy technology. 
They require attentive listening and genuine care. Once 
those two things are in place, trust will grow, and when 
trust grows, relationships grow. 

§ How can you approach fellowship (a.k.a. building 
community and connections) so that people have a 
chance to share their stories and be seen and heard? 



Thank you!
The slide presentation will be emailed to you soon. 

If you have questions, comments, or suggestions, please 
contact me at pastorlisah@gmail.com.


