
Voting Members for the Synod Assembly 
(Per the Southwestern Texas Synod Constitution, Bylaws and Continuing Resolutions) 

 

†S7.21. The membership of the Synod Assembly, of which at least 60 percent of the voting 

membership shall be composed of laypersons, shall be constituted as follows:  

a. All ministers of Word and Sacrament under call on the roster of this synod in attendance at 

the Synod Assembly shall be voting members.  

b. All ministers of Word and Service, under call, on the roster of this synod shall be voting 

members in the Synod Assembly  

c. A minimum of one lay member elected by each congregation with fewer than 175 baptized 

members and a minimum of two lay members elected by each congregation with 175 or more 

baptized members related to this synod, typically one of whom shall be a man and one of 

whom shall be a woman, shall be voting members. The Synod Council shall establish a 

formula to provide additional lay representation from congregations on the basis of the number 

of baptized members in the congregation. The Synod Council shall seek to ensure that at least 

45 percent of the lay members of the assembly shall be women and at least 45 percent shall 

be men.  

d. Voting membership shall include the officers of this synod.  

†S7.21.01. Voting members shall begin serving with the opening of a regular Synod Assembly and 

shall continue serving until voting members are seated at the next regular Synod Assembly.  

†S7.21.02. If a special Synod Assembly is called and voting members at the previous assembly are 

unable to serve as voting members, where permitted by state law, the congregation through the 

Congregation Council may elect new members who shall continue to serve until the next Synod 

Assembly.  

S7.21.A19 In accordance with †S7.21.c, the Synod Council adopted (SC19.11.04) the formula to 

provide for additional lay representation shall be: congregations with more than 400 baptized 

members (as determined by the congregation’s Parochial Report the prior year) shall send two voting 

members, one female and one male, and may send one additional lay voting member.  

S7.21.B11. The goal of this synod is for at least 10 percent of the voting members of the Synod 

Assembly to be youth and young adults. To accomplish this goal one extra voting member, above 

and beyond what is already constitutionally provided, is allowed for a congregation as long as 8 that 

voting member fits the definition of “youth” or “young adult.” Therefore, congregations with fewer than 

400 baptized members would be allowed three (3) lay voting members and congregations over 400 

baptized members would be allowed four (4) lay voting members.  

S7.22. This synod may establish processes through the Synod Council that permit retired rostered 

ministers, or those designated as disabled, or on leave from call, on the roster of the synod to serve 

as voting members of the Synod Assembly, consistent with †S7.21.c. If the synod does not establish 

processes to permit the rostered ministers specified above to serve as voting members, they shall 

have voice but not vote in the meetings of the Synod Assembly. 

S7.22.01. The membership of synod authorized worshiping communities may elect voting members 

of the Synod Assembly, consistent with the requirements for congregations as expressed in †S7.21. 

https://www.swtsynod.org/i/congregations/SWTX_Constitution_Bylaws_and_Con.pdf


†S7.23. The presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and such other official 

representatives of the churchwide organization as may be designated by the presiding bishop shall 

have voice but not vote in the meetings of the Synod Assembly. Like privileges shall be accorded to 

those additional persons whom the Synod Assembly or the Synod Council shall from time to time 

designate.  

S7.24. Ministers under call on the rosters of this synod shall remain as members of the Synod 

Assembly so long as they remain under call and so long as their names appear on the rosters of this 

synod. Lay members of the Synod Assembly representing congregations shall continue as such until 

replaced by the election of new members or until they have been disqualified by termination of 

membership. Normally, congregations will hold elections prior to each regular meeting of the Synod 

Assembly.  

†S7.25. Except as otherwise provided in this constitution or in the Constitution, Bylaws, and 

Continuing Resolutions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, each voting member of the 

Synod Assembly shall be a voting member of a congregation of this synod.  

S7.26. This synod may establish processes through the Synod Council that permit representatives of 

congregations under development and authorized worshiping communities of the synod, which have 

been authorized under ELCA bylaw 10.02.03, to serve as voting members of the Synod Assembly, 

consistent with †S7.21.  

S7.27. This synod may establish processes through the Synod Council to grant a minister of Word 

and Sacrament from a church body with which a relationship of full communion has been declared 

and established by the Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America the 

privilege of both voice and vote in the Synod Assembly during the period of that minister’s service in a 

congregation of this church.  

S7.28. Duly elected voting members of the Synod Council who are not otherwise voting members of 

the Synod Assembly under †S7.21 shall be granted the privilege of both voice and vote as members 

of the Synod Assembly.  

†S7.31. Proxy and absentee voting shall not be permitted in the transaction of any business of the 

Synod Assembly. 

 S7.32. Robert's Rules of Order, latest edition, shall govern parliamentary procedure of the Synod 

Assembly, unless otherwise ordered by the assembly.  

S7.33. "Ex officio," as used herein, means membership with full rights of voice and vote unless 

otherwise expressly limited. 

 

 


