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The Synod Council met Saturday, 
September 12, 2020 via Zoom from 
our homes/offices across the 
Southwestern Texas Synod. This was 
the first meeting of our new Synod 
Council and included new members Pr 
Katie Wegner (Capital North), Brenda 
Piñero (Rio Grande), Pr Steve Cox 
(Ministry Resource Team Chair), Elva 

Cope (Alamo), and Leslie Blalock (Treasurer). The morning was spent in prayer, 
introductions of these new Synod Council members, checking in with another member 
following the Faith 5 practices, Dwelling in the Word using the Good Samaritan/Jericho 
Road story in Luke 10, and examining our thoughts and learnings of mission development 
in our synod. After a short break for lunch, we began our business activities by installing 
our new members and approving our consent agenda (minutes of past Synod Council 
and Executive Committee meetings, roster review and SAM report, and other reports). 
The Synod Council received the Treasurer’s Report which indicated that our mission 
support is down from previous years but that we are holding our own when we include 
the PPP loan we received earlier in the pandemic. All congregations are encouraged to 
continue their mission support to synod as we continue in the pandemic. In other 
actions, the Synod Council extended a call to Allyson Pryor (subject to approval by the 
ELCA Conference of Bishops) as Bishop’s Associate/Director of Evangelical Mission for 
the synod. Her ordination is planned for October 24. The Synod Council also voted to 
hold our 2021 Synod Assembly virtually June 4-6, 2021. The Synod Council organized 
itself into two committees (Administration and Finance Committee and Legal, 
Constitution, and Roster Review Committee), established and appointed a Governance 
Task Force to look at our governing documents and propose changes, established and 
appointed an Endowment Task Force to look at ways to support and fund our two 
endowment funds, and affirmed the appointment of Amy Singer to the Cross Trails 
Ministry Board. Pr Gary Conklin, Brenda Piñero, and Carl Schoessow were elected to 
serve on the Executive Committee with synod officers Bishop Sue Briner, Vice President 
Carl Teinert, Secretary Kara Hairell-Speed, and Treasurer Leslie Blalock. The meeting 
concluded with members sharing where they saw God at work in our meeting and 
prayer.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
 
Carl Teinert, 
Vice President of Southwestern Texas Synod 


